THE SECTS OF TH-E MU'TAZILAH AND THE KADARlYAH

weight/' He thus ascribes attributes to man which are
ascribed to Allah, in that he says that man is living and
knowing and able to act and wise, attributes which must
necessarily be applied to Allah. Then he denies that man
can move, or be at rest, or be hot, or cold, or wet, or dry,
that he possesses color, or weight, or taste, or smell. Allah
also is free from such attributes. And just as he claims
that man, when in the body, is its manager, but is not there
in the sense of being present or contained, so1, according to
him, Allah is in every place, in the sense that he is managing
it, and knowing what is happening in it, but not in the sense
of being present or contained in it. It is almost as if by
describing man as Allah is described, he wishes him to be
worshipped. He did not, however, think it meet to express
quite this opinion, so he merely said something that would
naturally lead to it. Moreover, this view entails the idea
that it is impossible for man to see man, and therefore it fol- 141
lows that the Companions did not see the Prophet o-f Allah,
a view which is in itself sufficiently shameful.

His fifth heresy was his view that it is not proper to say
of Allah that he is ancient, and yet at the same time de-
scribing him as existent and eternal.

His sixth heresy was his refusal to say that Allah knows
himself, because he considers it essential for the thing known
to be separate from the thing knowing. This view of his,
however, is proved false by the fact that a speaker may
mention himself, because if it is possible for his own self
to be mentioned by a speaker, it is also possible for a knower
to know his own self. Al-Ka'bi boasted in his writings to
the effect that Mu'ammar was one of his Mu'tazilah teach-
ers. Now anyone who' boasts o>f his likeness to* the like of
him can keep it, just as the poet has said:

" Is there any buyer as long as Sa'id is the seller?
Is there any seller as long as Sa'Idi is the buyer? "
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